[Acute surgical pathology in elderly patients].
The consequence of demographic aging is an increase of surgical pathology of the elderly, concerning both number and complexity of the cases. To asses the nature of geriatric surgical pathology and the effect of co-morbidities on surgical outcome, a retrospective study was carried out on a series of 401 patients aged over 75, treated in the IIIrd Surgical Unit in the period 2002-2003. 132 patients were admitted as acute cases and 94 of them were operated: 62 required immediate surgery and 32 required delayed operations. According to the nature of the diseases, benign surgical conditions were encountered in majority of the cases (78 cases). The diagnostics requiring immediate operations were: complicated hernias, perforated peptic ulcer, lower limb acute ischemia. Delayed emergency operations were performed for: acute cholecystitis, biliary lithiasis with angiocholitis and complicated gastric cancer. Cardiovascular pathology was recorded as the most frequent co-morbidity. Hospital mortality rate of 32.9% resulted mainly from cases with mesenteric infarction and generalized peritonitis, as well as from delayed emergencies such as complicated gastric and colon cancer. The most frequent causes of death following surgery were: cardiac failure, sepsis and multiple organ failure.